THE WORLD COUNCIL AS- 
SEMBLY COMES TO EVAN- 
STON . W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft 


NEAREST U.P. NEIGHBOR: 
175 MILES 


MISSOURI NEWS LETTER . 
Wm. E. Phifer, Jr. 


EDITORIAL 
. .. . ‘Tain’t Funny McGee 


PASTORLESS CHURCHES. . 








VOLUME 136 


MARCH 8, 1954 NUMBER 9 





It’s a Good Project 


The Welcome Book ~~ 


CHICAGO—Financial help to bring 120 youth consultants from 
abroad to the Evanston Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
is a project underway among the nation’s Protestant youth. The 
United Christian Youth Movement is sponsoring a “Welcome 
Book,”” in which it hopes to have 5,000 signatures of American 
youth council members, with contributions of a dollar per signa- 
ture, to help pay travel expenses for youth consultants from all 
over the world. 





These young people are not official delegates of their churches 
and hence their expenses are not often paid. 


The United Christian Youth Movement is the youth arm of the 
National Council of Churches and is administered through the 
Division of Christian Education. 


“The consultants are the ablest younger leadership of the world’s 
churches and we want to insure their ability to attend this great 
assembly in the United States,” said Roderick French, a student 
at Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio, and national chairman of 
UCYM. “Il am sure that hundreds of youth councils in this country 
will do their part to make this trip possible for their co-workers 
around the world.” 


Scheduled for completion shortly after the July 31 deadline for 
signatures and contributions, the ‘“Welcome Book” will be bound 
by UCYM’s headquarters in Chicago and presented to the overseas 
youth consultants at Evanston in August. (For details see page 2). 














Letters to the Editors 





Good Opportunity Offered at Na-Co-Me 





Recreation Workshop 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

We are very anxious to give as much 
publicity as possible to a new venture 
which is being sponsored by the Depart- 
ment of Leadership Education and the 
Department of Youth Work. I refer to a 
Recreational Workshop to be held at 
Camp Na-Co-Me, near Pleasantville, Ten- 
nessee, May 11-14, 1954, for those in- 
terested in Recreation from synods sur- 
rounding Tennessee and any others in 
the Assembly that can attend. We regard 
this as a new and important venture in 
the field of Recreational Leadership. 

Further information may be secured 
from Robt. E. Fakkema, 1750 Union Ave., 
Memphis 4. 

Davip B. WALTHALL. 
Richmond, Va. 


The Taylor Article 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

It seems to me that H. Kerr Taylor has 
rendered our church a great service with 
his splendid presentation of “What Is to 
Be Gained by Union?” (OuTLooK, Jan. 18.) 
You, in turn, are to congratulated on 
printing it. Indeed, it is a fair, complete 
and thought-provoking statement. I would 
like to have 100 copies of it as soon as you 
print same. I know of no one in the 
church who, by experience or training, is 
in a better position really to state “what 
is to be gained by union.” ... 

JAMES P. F. STEVENSON. 
Clarksdale, Miss. 

@Copies of Dr. Taylor’s article are now 
available at 5¢; 15 for 50¢; 50 for $1.50; 
100 for $2.50. 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying ... 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 


Mr. & Mrs. Arch B. Mary Shive 
Taylor Norfolk, Va. 


Winston-Salem, Howard B. Arbuckle, 
Jr. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Frank H. Phinizy 
Nashville, Tenn 


Dr. & Mrs. Shirley C. 





Edith S. (Mrs. G. M.) 
Parker 
Norfolk, Va. 


Elizabeth C. 


Heylmun Lyons 
Alexandria, Va. New Orleans, La. 
ha cc amt ia taal ieniel 


EL IE aE 
Rs Bs Cat tiecaeientsinceneemsirentinrcianesanencine 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





MODERATOR’S ITINERARY 








The Assembly’s Moderator, Frank W. 
Price*, has released the following sched- 
ule of speaking engagements for March: 
Mar. 5, Clinton, S. C. 

Mar. 10, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mar. 11, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mar. 12, Atlanta, Ga. 

Mar. 13-14, Detroit and Dearborn, Mich. 
Mar. 15, Oswego, III. 

Mar. 16, Dubuque, Iowa. 

Mar. 17-21, Chicago; National Council of 

Presbyterian Men. 

Mar, 22-23, Cuba, Mo., and Jefferson City, 

Mo. 

Mar. 24, Dayton, Ohio. 
Mar. 25, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Mar. 30-31, General Council, Atlanta. 


*Route 1, Lexington, Va. 


Dian Eprror: 


In some churches there are people hold 
ing office who have grown a bit crochety, 
who may have lost step with the member- 
ship in general, and are making it difficult 
for the minister. I say this as a layman 
because I have a feeling that someone 
ought to say it. You who read these re- 
marks know, if you will break down and 
admit it, that church jobs can be held too 
long for the good of all concerned. I am 
not unaware of the fact that thousands of 
church responsibilities are held by the 
faithful—those who have labored long and 
hard when all others were too busy. To 
all such I say fervently, “God bless you,” 
but—even the faithful may arrive at a 
time in life when responsibility begins 
to become a burden. 

Each minister who comes along may 
be required to bend humbly before such 
a person as Mr. X, or Mrs. Y or Miss Z, 
financial secretary ever since the local 
bank president was in the beginner’s de- 
partment. This particular financial sec- 
retary knows what so-and-so has given to 
the church for years, which knowledge 
may often be concealed or overly exposed, 
depending upon the circumstances, and 
frequently upon the personalities involved. 
There can be many other evidences of 
non-cooperation, sometimes subtle. Min- 
isters on occasion are embarrassed by 
such maneuvers, but in the interest of 
harmony, they may take the long-suffering 
attitude. 

I mention finance because it seems to 
me this is the area where such problems 
have been known to arise. There are 
other instances of course where Sunday 
school superintendents, teachers, choir 
director, organists and even caretakers, 
have presented similar involvements. 

I have heard it said by many of these 
perennial  office-holders that younger 
people do not take church responsibility 
as they should! For such blindness there 
should be and is a cure. It consists of 
self-inventory. Apply these measuring 
sticks to your own activities in the church 
and see whether or not you get a passing 
grade: 


LETTING GO 


THE WELCOME BOOK 
(See Cover) 


Youth groups that wish to have a page 
in the Evanston Welcome Book should 
conform to the following specifications, 
as they send in $1 for each signer: 

1. Use 8% x 11 inch 24-pound bond 
stationery, typewriter style. 

2. Use columns for names. 

3. Allow 2% inch margin on the left 
for binding. 

4. No addresses are to be included. 

5. When a group signs the group name 
may be placed first, perhaps on letter- 
head stationery. 

6. Medium-sized 
legible. 

7. Sheets are to be sent between card- 
board unfolded. 

8. Mail to UCYM* 
1954. 

9. Indicate when checks are sent that 
the money is for the Welcome Book 
project. 

10. Make checks payable to: 


signatures are most 


office by July 31, 


*United Christian Youth Movement 
79 East Adams Street 
Chicago 3, IIl. 


IN TIME 


Have I held a church office so long 
that others equally capable have been 
denied a chance to serve? 


2. Have I made it difficult for the min- 
ister or others in the church to make 
the best possible use of the data in 
my hands? 


Even though I have tried to serve 
the church to the best of my ability, 
have I on occasion given over-em- 
phasis to my position and tenure? 


4. Am I so good at what I am doing 
that someone else might not do it 
even better, someone perhaps with 
a bit more up-to-date knowledge? 


May I suggest that the person who feels 
some cause for reflection upon these ques- 
tions, should not go to the minister or 
anyone and say “Do you think this situa- 
tion applies to me?’ This is a matter 
between you and God. He has the habit 
of helping one get the right answers with- 
out being prompted. Furthermore, no one 
should be embarrassed with such an ap- 
proach. The minister or friend, to spare 
your feelings, may say, ‘‘No, Sister Brown 
or Brother Smith, we wouldn't know how 
to get along without you.” Now, I am 
not questioning the honesty of this re- 
sponse, but the chances are, the party of 
the second part really knows better. He 
or she feels, however, that it wouldn’t be 
wise or kind to hurt Mrs. Brown’s or Mr. 
Smith’s feelings because of their long 
service. Besides, the minister in question 
may feel that this is his last year on the 
charge. He doesn’t know that where he 
is going the minister is having the same 
difficulty with the choir director! 

I write these lines in all sincerity, hav- 
‘ng recently surrendered a job which had 
been held too long. 

How do I feel about it now? Wonderful! 


C. B. MILs, 
Marysville, Ohio. 


@Re-printed from THE METHODIST LAY- 
MAN. What do you think of the situation 
described here? Comments of less than 
300 words will be welcomed. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. 


first week, January. and fourth week, August. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 10¢ a copy, $4.00 a year. 
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Divorce, Re-Marriage 
Amendment Beaten 


With 19 presbyteries vet to vote or 
report their vote on the proposed amend- 
ments on Divorce and Re-Marriage, cur- 
rent tabulations of those already voting 
show that the changes in the Confession 
of Faith have been defeated. 

With approval by three-fourths of the 
85 presbyteries required, 30 have been 
recorded as voting No on the amendments 
while 33 support the Assembly’s action. 
A few presbyteries did not vote on the 
question as submitted but asked that more 
study be given the problem by a new 
committee and that the Biblical bases 
be indicated. 

The proposed amendments to the Book 
of Church Order (requiring only a ma- 
jority vote) are tied in with an amend- 
ment to the Confession of Faith which 
calls for a three-fourths vete. 

The question has been discussed by the 
church-at-large for a good many years, 
originating with overtures from New Or- 
leans Presbytery and claiming the atten- 
tion and study of the Division of Chris- 
tian Relations during this time. A basic 
study of divorce and re-marriage was 
approved by the Assembly several years 
ago and, on its instruction, the standards 
were to be brought into line with these 
principles. Last vear the proposed 
changes were submitted to the presbyteries 
for study and suggestion but only a few 
suggestions were made before the As- 
sembly adopted the report. 

The record of the presbyteries as re- 
ported to date follows, with the tabulated 
vote where it is available: 





FOR AGAINST 
Birmingham E. Ala. 50-1 
Central Ala. 12-0 N. Ala. 


Mobile, Unanimous 
Abingdon 
Ouachita 
Washburn 

St. Johns 
Augusta-Macon 
Louisville 
Muhlenburg, Unan. 
Transylvania 
La.-Miss. 

New Orleans 
Red River 
Lafayette 
Potosi 

St. Louis 22-1 
Urper Mo. 40-0 
Granville 28-2 
Mecklenburg 67-29 
Charleston 
Columbia 
Memphis 
Brazos 

Centl. Texas 

El Paso 
‘Mid-Texas 
Paris 

W. Texas 

E. Hanover 
Bluestone 
Greenbrier 
Kanawha 


Tuscaloosa 23-13 
Asheville 
Holston 
E. Ark.* 
Florida 
Savannah 
S. W. Ga. 
Guerrant 
Lex.-Ebenezer 
E. Miss. 
Meridian 43-0 
N. Miss. 
Albemarle 
Kings. Mtn. 37-25 
Orange 
Wilmington 46-20 
Winston-Salem 

21-19 
Durant 8-2 
Congaree 
Enoree 
Harmony, Unan. 
Pee Dee 34-0 
South Carolina 
Nashville* 

allas 
Lexington 
Montgomery 
Roanoke 
*Asked for further 
committee work on 
the amendments. 


NEW IN SPIRIT 
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MEN ELECT JOHN MATTHEWS 


The Assembly’s Men’s Council wound 
up its three-day meeting (OUTLOOK, Mar. 
1) by voting to go next year to Mo- 
Ranch, the Texas conference center, for 
the February meeting. 

The council named John V. Matthews, 
Fayetteville, Tenn., lawyer, as its presi- 
dent, succeeding Royall R. Brown. Mr. 
Matthews had been first vice-president. 
Ed C. Hammond, Atlanta, second vice- 
president became first vice-president, 
and he was succeeded by Lt.-Col. Powell 
A. Fraser, Montgomery, Ala. John J. 
Deifell, Greensboro, N. C., is secretary. 

A significant part of the meeting was 
a plan, “Double for Christ,” which the 
men received with enthusiasm and sent 
along to the General Council’s program 
committee to consider for churchwide use. 
In this program the men’s (or other) 
groups would select certain elements of 
the church program and set out to double 
what had been done before—twice as 


many received as members into the church 
or double the gifts to benevolences or the 
like. 

When the men received the report of 
their financial secretary, A. C. Vernor, 
Bellaire, Texas, they approved a $58,- 
000 budget for the year. Some express- 
ed surprise that this sum comes from 
the sale of books and Sunday school lit- 
erature through Presbyterian book stores 
and they urged that all men in the church 
be told this fact so as to discourage the 
purchase of this material elsewhere. 

The AMC adopted a resolution dis- 
couraging the use of alcoholic beverages 
and asking men’s groups to study the evil 
effects of drink. 

Besides program and project planning, 
the AMC looked forward with enthusiasm 
to the convention for 8,000 men scheduled 
for New Orleans next Oct. 15-17. J. E. 
Dews, Forrest City, Ark., heads the con- 
vention committee. 


AS A GEORGIA PASTOR SEES IT 





Union Opponents Fail in Support 


Although leaders in opposition to Pres- 
byterian reunion “claim their interest lies 
in preserving cur church, if you will 
examine them individually you will find 
that they are not even supporting our 
church through its boards and _ institu- 
tions,” declared a Decatur, Ga., pastor 
to a recent meeting of Cherokee Presby- 
tery. 

The speaker was Francis B. Benton, 
pastor of the Oakhurst church of Atlanta 
Presbytery. 

The 10-page talk of Mr. Benton was 
considered so significant that it has been 
mimeographed and sent to every Presby- 
terian church in the synod. It is being 
distributed by S. Wilkes Dendy, Dalton 
pastor, and two of his elders, Lamar 
Westcott and Walter M. Jones. 

He said he examined the 
records 


sessional 


“of the Atlanta church which is a strong- 
hold of anti-union sentiment. These rec- 
ords showed that instead of supporting the 
agencies of our church which they say 
they want to preserve, they had the bulk 
of their benevolence money going to non- 
denominational mission agencies and non- 
denominational Bible colleges of the type 
that is constantly charging Southern Pres- 
byterians with being heretics. I find too 
that many of the leaders of the group that 
claims interest in preserving our church 
are serving on the boards, not of our 


church institutions and agencies, but of 
divisive institutions and agencies outside 
the church.” 

“It is not pleasant to point out these 
things but they are facts which have in- 
fluenced my own decision, I take my stand 
with those who have been supporting the 
church we now have and am prepared to 
zo with them into a larger and greater 
chureh to render a more glorious service 
for Christ.” 


Mr. Benton said: 


“Never before in the history of our 
church has so much money been spent, 
or so much propaganda been sent through 
the mails to defeat anything. Many of 
you have been bombarded with this ma- 
terial for years and have had little or 
no chance to hear the other side of the 
: tory.” 


If the USA church is so heretical as 
to be unworthy of union, he said, “then 
we should accept the responsibility fer 
doing missionary work in the North and 
West, and broadening our own church 
until it covers the nation. But I have 
heard no single opponent of union favor 
such a plan as this.” 

Charges of heresy against the USA 
church, he said, should be proven or 
withdrawn. 

“Who are these men opposing union 


that they sit in the seat of the Pharisee 
and condemn a whole church that God 








has blessed through the years, that has 
served him by bringing far more people 
into his Kingdom than compose our own 
Southern Presbyterian Church?” 


As for the fear of being “swallowed 
up,” he said the USA church is in great- 
er danger, for in the South 


“the only changes in our presbyteries 
would be that the USA churches, which are 
in the minority, would be ‘swallowed up’ 
by our own presbyteries. And since the 
major business of the church is conducted 
at the presbytery level we would do a 
great deal more swallowing than being 
swallowed.” 

Mr. Benton said the assurances of de- 
centralized administration are entirely 
adequate. 

“Opponents of union say that all these 
mergers and details should be worked out 


before union takes place. But again I 
remind you that union is like marriage. 


There are many details that cannot be 
worked out until the union has been con- 
summated and we begin to experience life 
together.” 


A great many people, he said, fail to 
understand that appeals in cases of 
church property are handled by presby- 
teries and that they can never go higher 
than the synod. 


“That leaves the control of our property 
right here at home where it is today. ... 
I even found one member of the nego- 
tiating committee from our church who 
didn’t believe it until Declaration 9 was 
read to him. He had heard the opposite 
so often that even he had accepted it as 
true.” 





(Copies of the Benton talk are being 
mailed by Dr. S. Wilkes Dendy, Box 232, 
Dalton, Ga. Requests should be accom- 
panied by contributions to cover cost of 
printing and mailing.) 


Churches Reported Without Pastors 


This is the annual survey of Presbyterian, U. S., pastorless churches 
as compiled from information received from officials of the presby- 


teries. 


They were asked to list the churches without pastors that 


were accustomed to have pastors, though it is clear that this request 
was not always followed. Some churches listed here have secured or 
are in process of securing seminary seniors who will soon be graduated. 


ALABAMA 

Birmingham — Avondale 97; Handley 
Meml. 205; N. Birmingham 111; Pratt City 
283; Carbon Hill 29; Fayette 3; Jasper 144; 
Bryan Meml. 47; Montevallo 73. 

Cent, Ala.—none 

East Ala. 

Mobile—Citronelle 80. 

North Ala.—Guntersville 102. 

Tuscaloosa—Marion 131; Catherine 39; 
Faunsdale 33. 





APPALACHIA 

Abingdon—Bethel 109, Rock Spring 133 
Damascus 72; Appalachia 102. Mt. Carmel 
58; Pulaski First 664: Thompson’s Valley 
103, Cove 55, Litz 92; Burke’s Garden 138, 
Mary's 129. 

Asheville—Montreat 120; Black Moun- 
tain 371. 

Holston—Piney Flats 50; Bethel 300. 

Knoxville—Houston-Lebanon 140; Way- 
side 50; Jellico 35; Leonard's Chapel-Wil- 
son-Sink 60. 

ARKANSAS 

Sast Ark.—Jonesboro 2nd 76; Pocahontas 
16; Paragould 47. 

Ouachita—none. 

Washburn— 

FLORIDA 

Florida—Madison 165, New Oakland 14; 
szaurel Hill 36, Ponce de Leon 7. 

St. Johns—none. 

Suwannee— 


~ 


GEORGIA 

Athens—Clarkesville 67; Nacoochee 32; 
Helen 51; Cornelia 82; Maysville 29; Homer 
111. 

Atlanta— 

Augusta-Macon — Greensboro-Madison- 
Siloam 125; Macon, Log Cabin 8&3. 

Cherokee—Acworth 114, Mars Hill 92; 
Calhoun 60; Ficklin Meml. 51; Ringgold 26. 
Ga.-Carolina—none 
Savannah—Waycross First 557. 
Ss. W. Ga.—Cordele 88; Sylvester group 


oe 
KENTUCKY 

Guerrant—Jackson 71. 
Lex.-Ebenezer—W ilmore 113. 
Louisville—Ft. Thomas 432; Bardstown 

Road, Louisville 622. 
Muhlenburg—Henderson 359. 
Transylwania—none. 


LOUISIANA 

Louisiana—Alexandria First 556; Crow- 
ley 350; Maplewood 90; Palmer Meml., 
Alexandria 125; DeRidder 141; Jackson 35. 

La.-Miss.—none. 

New Orleans—First, New Orleans 363; 
Thibodaux 124. 

Red River—Winnsboro 65. 





4 


MISSISSIPPI 

Centl, Miss.— 

East Miss.—Houston 68, Van Fleet 33, 
Houlka 44; Baldwyn 67; Ripley Westmin- 
ster 56, Peoples 17, New Prospect 95, Spout 
Springs 45; Ripley First 259, Walnut Creek 





34. 

Meridian—Philadelphus-Geneva 75, 49; 
Gulfport 882; Biloxi 224. 

Miss.— 

North Miss.—Water Valley 127, Pleasant 
Grove 28, Oak Ridge 54. 


MISSOURI 
Lafayette—Boonville 322; Sweet Springs 
94 


Missouri— 

Potosi—Brazeau 68, Pleasant Hill 67; 
Farmington 349; Potosi 152; New Madrid 
117; Bellevue 58; Irondale 17. 

St. Louis—Crocker 97; Troy 111; Tus- 
cumbia 36. 

Upper Mo.—Lawson 100; Richmond 40. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Albemarle—Snowhill 57, Jason 51. 

Concord—Harrisburg 225; Belk Meml. 
34, Sweetwater 78; Fifth Creek 113, Bethes- 
da 159; Bethany 113; Elmwood 54; Flow- 
Harris 122; Kirkwood 120. 

Fayetteville—Aberdeen 315; Bunnlevel 
222; Providence group, Angier 213; West 
End 204. 

Granville—Oxford 250; Granville Co. field 
(5) 285. 

Kings Mtn.—New Hope, Gastonia 212; 
Robinson Meml., Gastonia 60. 

Mecklenburg—Hamlet 500; Charlotte 
First 1100; Morven & Camden 200; Char- 
lotte Sunset Hills 200; Monroe Bethlehem 
200; Huntersville 450. 

Orange—Bessemer 168; Whitehill group 
(3) 359; Reidsville First 567; Greenwood 
field (2) 151; Greensboro Memorial 131; 
Graham 727, 

Wilmington—Lake Waccamaw 82, Ash- 
wood 29, Elkton 29; Southport 124, Winna- 
bow 98. 

Winston-Salem—Reynolda 413: Jefferson 
field (3), 53, 30. 46; West Jefferson 44; 
Yadkinville field (2) 52, 17. 

OKLAHOMA 

Durant—Wewoka 133; Sulphur 71, Ant- 
lers 85. 

Indian— 

Mangum— 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Bethel—Great Falls 173, Cedar Shoals 
37; Bethesda 314, Smiths 61; Filbert 97, 
Beersheba 175; Liberty Hill 57, Heath 
Springs 35, Fort Lawn 31. 

Charleston—New Wappetaw 84. 

Congaree—none. 

Enoree—Blacksburg 45; Cane Creek 61; 
Center Point 26; Clifton 34; Dunean 116; 








Fairview 145; Fulton 57; Highland 20; 
Landrum 29; McCarter 78; Mt. Calvary 162; 
Roebuck 85; Trinity 43; Union Second 34. 

Harmony—Lane 47; Lynchburg 34; Mt. 
Zion 106; Mayesville 161; Concord 150: 
I'raser Meml. 132; Lemira 211. 

Pee Dee—Hamer 12; Jefferson 67; Ken- 
tyre, Hamer 105; McBee 46; Pee Dee, 
Hamer 23; Angelus 102. 

Piedmont— 

S. Car.—Joanna 54, Shady Grove 30; 
Ninety-Six 101, Hodges 143; Liberty 
Springs 59, Mountville 71, Lisbon 37; Lydia 
40, Rock Bridge 85; Little Mountain 95, 
Warrenton 78, Lebanon 82. 

TENNESSEE 

Columbia—Pulaski 316; Lawrenceville 29; 
Spring Hill First 41; Port Royal, Spring 
Hill 49; Wales 28. 

Mem phis— 

Nashville—Watertown 113, Spring Creek 
41; Buffalo Valley 28, Silver Point 63. 


TEXAS 





Brazos— 

Cent. Texas—Mexia 200; Elgin 97; Mart 
50. 

Dallas— 

El Paso—Grace, Lubbock 96; Crane 78; 
John Knox, Lubbock 50. 

Mid-Texas—Ballinger 145; Carlsbad, N. 
M. 30; Cleburne First 270; Ft. Worth West- 
minster 315; Paint Rock 14; Spur 29; 
Throckmorton 81. 

Paris—Waskom 123; Hooks 69, New Bos- 
ton 37, Corley 32. 

Texas-Mexican— 

Western Texas—Junction 157; Karnes 
City 107; Leon Springs 97; Rockport 235: 
Vanderbilt 91. 

VIRGINIA 


East Hanover—Fairmount-Hoge Memo- 
morial, Richmond 155; Laurel, Richmond 
170; Crewe 308; West Hopewell 188. 

Lexington—Broadway 123, M. Cross 
toads 96, M. Cross Keys 42; McDowell 217; 
Williamsville 186, Rocky Spring 42; He- 
bron, Staunton 418; Mt. Carmel, Steele’s 
Tavern (Apr. 1) 494. 

Montgomery — Buchanan group 270: 
Westminster, Lynchburg 818; Fincastle 
group 213; Indian Valley group 103. 

Norfolk— 

Potomac—Franklin St., Baltimore 549; 
Rockville 264, Poolesville 7; Inverness, Bal- 
timore 163; Bealeton 74, Catlett 65; Dickey 
Meml., Baltimore 170; Hartwood 105, Gold- 
vein 26; Aldie 10; Delaplane 27; Springfield 
56. 

Roanoke—Brookneal group (4); Pamplin 
group (4). 

West Hanover—Arvon group 132; West- 
minster, Charlottesville 462. 

Winchester—Alleghany group 119; Capon 
Bridge group 76; Berkeley Springs group 
196. 





WEST VIRGINIA 


Bluestone—Matoaka 150; Ames Heights 
group (3) 140; Gilbert 95; Williamson 495. 

Greenbrier-——Maxwelton 681; Sinks Grove 
149. 

Kanawha—Montgomery 489; Gassaway 
30, Sutton 40; Eleanor 91, Buffalo 28; Mil- 
ton 84; Huntington Spring Valley 126; 
Charleston Village Chapel 471; Charleston 
Westminster 353; Winifrede 30, Cabin 
Creek 61. 


In Passing 


NAMES we've heard mentioned as pos- 
sible nominees for Moderator of the 
General Assembly in the order in which 
we heard them: 
Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Dallas pastor 
S. J. “Jap” Patterson, Director of 
Men’s Work 
Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary, 
Annuities and Relief 
2 ¢ ® 
WE LIKE this: Georgia’s Women-of- 
the-Church minutes have a roll of 
“Georgia Missionaries,” showing their 
places of service and the year they went 
out. These are interesting totals: Africa, 
18; Brazil, 7; China, 5; Japan, 3; Mex- 
ico, 2; Korea, 11—including those now 
in this country. 
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THE WORLD COUNCIL ASSEMBLY 


y= ee 


( 


HEN the delegates of the 161 mem- 
ber churches of the World Council 
of Churches meet in Evanston, Illinois, 
next August, their actions will be watched 
by Christians all over the world, and their 
voice may be heard by many who seldom 
listen to what the churches have to say. 
Evanston will mark an important step 
in the development of the World Council 
for it will be the Second Assembly of this 
body, which came into being at Amster- 
dam in August, 1948. The Amsterdam 
meeting caught the imagination of many 
because it brought together for the first 
time in a permanent relationship to one 
another, some 150 churches in more than 
45 countries, and was noteworthy for 
that fact in itself. The Evanston Assem- 
bly on the other hand must indicate what 
the first six years of the Council’s life 
have meant and show what the years 
ahead will demand of it. 


At Amsterdam the delegates issued 
a message to the churches in which 
they said, “We intend to stay together.” 


At Evanston the churches will examine 
the way in which this intention has in 
fact been carried out and will show 
whether the churches are now ready to 
do more, to go forward together. 

What will the Evanston Assembly have 
to say to the churches and the world? 
When the Central Committee of the 
World Council met in Toronto in 1950, 
it undertook to choose the theme for the 
next Assembly. To the church leaders 
gathered there, it seemed clear that in 
this day when so many are filled with 
doubts about the meaning of life and 
fearful of what the future will bring, 
the Christian Church must speak a word 
of hope. Yet, this was not an easy theme. 
The discussion since 1950 has shown 
that when we begin to talk seriously 
about the Christian Hope we have to face 
very fundamental issues of the Christian 
faith. And on these there are many dif- 
ferent opinions among us. But then 
the World Council must not run away 
from such real issues. On the contrary 
it exists in order that the churches may 
learn from each other and that they may 
give a common message to the world. 


The Christian Hope 


In the time since the Toronto meeting 
leaders in the churches have done a great 


*General Secretary, World Council of 
Churches. Dr. Visser ’t Hooft is a Pres- 
byterian, being a minister of the Reformed 
Church in the Netherlands. 
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deal of thinking about the content of the 
Christian Hope. A commission of lead- 
ing churchmen from all over the world 
was appointed to draw up a statement 
which should be presented to the Assem- 
bly on the theme “Christ—The Hope 
of the World.” At its first meeting in 
1951, the commission members had great 
difficulty in finding a common way of 
expressing this hope. As time went on, 
however, it became possible for them to 
go beneath their differences of approach 
to the basic Christian convictions and to 
find a way of expressing the meaning of 
that hope. When the delegates meet at 
Evanston they will have before them the 
results of the work of this commission, 
which has progressed with the continuing 
interest and help of groups and individ- 
uals in churches all over the world. In- 
deed it is doubtful that any ecumenical 
conference or meeting has ever had such 
widespread preparation in the churches 
themselves. 

It is of course impossible to say now 
whether or not the Assembly itself will 
follow the lead given by the Advisory 
Commission, but it can be said that we 
have in our main theme a topic which 
has laid hold on us and will not release 
us from thinking it through. It is also 
clear that the thinking of the churches 
has moved forward from the old sterile 
dichotomy between this-worldliness and 
other-worldliness, to a new awareness 
that it is only in the light of the eternal 
purpose and sure triumph of Christ that 
our activity here and now can have 
meaning. 


Contact Idea Spreads 





COMES TO EVANSTON 


By W. A. VISSER ‘t HOOFT* 


In the terms of our main theme, 
this means that it is only when we look 
forward to the ultimate triumph of 
Christ, who is the only hope of the 
world, that we can gain the perspec- 
tive which gives validity to our actions 
here and now. 


It means, also, that we cannot live 
as the servants of the Lord who is to 
come in final victory, unless we are at 
work seeking to transform this life in 
accordance with his will. For the Lord 
who is to come is the Lord who has al- 
ready come, and now rules over those 
who belong to him and to his church. 


Evanston, then, will speak first to the 
world about hope. In doing so however, 
the Assembly will also study the meaning 
of that hope in relation to six specific 
topics: the unity of the churches, the 
evangelistic task of the church and the 
church’s responsibility in society, in in- 
ternational affairs, in inter-group rela- 
tions, and for the vocation of the Chris- 
tian layman. During the first week of 
the Assembly the delegates will meet in 
15 groups to discuss the main theme it- 
self, and during the second week six 
sections will study the sub-themes. 

Evanston will be a time of much dis- 
cussing and much speaking. Yet the 
crucial question is: Will the Assembly 
be able to hear beyond the voices of 
men the voice of the Lord of the church, 
calling his people together so that they 
may speak not merely their common mind, 
but rather bear witness to his will and 


SOLDIERS FIND A WAY 


Fort Monmouth, N. J. (RNS)—A 
religious activities “liaison plan” insti- 
tuted six months ago on their own in- 
itiative by members of a small unit at 
this big Army training center has proved 
so successful it has spread throughout 
the fort. 

The plan was organized by members 
of a Troop Command battalion who felt 
that the job of maintaining contact be- 
tween enlisted personnel and the various 
religious activities available to them was 
“too big a job” for the post chaplains. 

They decided to name a Protestant, a 
Roman Catholic and a Jew from among 
their own numbers. Each of these men 
was charged with responsibility for keep- 
ing other members of his faith in the 


battalion informed of available religious 
activities by distributing literature, post- 
ers and other materials, posting notices 
of worship and special religious events. 
They also were to serve as ushers or altar 
boys and to assist in various other re- 
ligious duties. 

As the plan now operates, “religious 
liaison” men from units all over the fort 
work with chaplains of their faith, meet- 
ing regularly with them and assisting in 
missions, convocations and post retreats. 
Every two weeks, the unit representatives 
also meet with each other or with their 
opposite number in other units to dis- 
cuss and formulate plans for additional 
religious activities. 








his promise for the church and for the 
world ? 

For Americans, one of the significant 
facts about Evanston will be that it is the 
first major ecumenical gathering to be 
held in North America. Americans are 
good travellers; they have had large del- 
egations at previous meetings and have 
always taken an active part. But until 
now the American churches have not 
had an ecumenical meeting in their midst. 

Now the World Council Assembly is 
to meet at a time when a great spiritual 
struggle is going on in America con- 
cerning the very foundations of the na- 
tional life. There is always the danger 
that the Assembly itself may be inter- 
preted in the light of this struggle rather 
than as a truly international and ecumen- 
ical encounter. 

It will be the task of the members of 
the American churches to assist in in- 
terpreting the Assembly for what it is, 
an ecumenical and international assembly 


of delegates representing various church 
traditions and holding very different 
views on social, economic and _ political 
questions, yet claiming, beyond their dif- 
ferences, a common basic loyalty to one 
Lord who will not let them live in com- 
fortable isolation from one another. 


Many of the things which will be 
said at Evanston will be controversial. 
Some of the first reports to reach the 
American people may be colored by 
this fact. 


It is important then that American 
church members find out what is really 
going on at Evanston. In this respect 
pastors and lay leaders of the congrega- 
tions can play an important role by see- 
ing to it that the really fundamental is- 
sues with which the Assembly is to deal 
are understood by the members of the 
local churches. 

Daily services will provide an oppor- 
tunity for the participants to share in 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here from a recorded radio-telephone panel are 

Frederick H. Olert, Second church, Richmond, Va.; James E. Fogartie, 

Fort Smith, Ark.; and Hunter B. Blakely, Presbyterian, U.S., Secretary 
of Higher Education. 


END OF WORLD 
Where in the Bible is there a refer- 
ence to the end of the world ? 

Overt: There are a number of refer- 
ences in the Bible that deal with the end 
of the world. The day of the Lord, the 
end of the age, or the final judgment are 
frequently used. Jesus had something 
to say about it in Matthew 13:39, 49. 
Chapters 23, 24, and 25 of Matthew are 
significant in this connection. Paul in 
his great symposium on the resurrection 
in I Cor. 15 tells about the sound of the 
final trump. When Paul wrote the first 
letter to the Thessalonians he thought 
the end of the world was imminent—I 
Thess. 5:2. When he wrote the second 
letter to the Thessalonians he tried to 
correct some impressions on the second 
coming of Christ created in the first 
letter. Peter in his second epistle refers 
to the coming of the day of the Lord 
in a passage which is often quoted today 
in relevance to the atomic bomb. 


RAISED UP vs. LET LIVE 

In Romans 9:17 is quoted, “Even 
for this purpose have I raised thee up 
that I might shew my power in thee,” 
and Exodus 9:16 uses the same expres- 
sion: raised thee up, while the RSV 
gives this: “let you to live” which gives 
a different shade of meaning when ap- 
plied to foreordination. Which is the 
correct translation ? 

Focartie: This is a difficult ques- 
tion. It involves a good bit of study into 
the meaning of the phrases. We read in 
Romans as Paul describes the destiny of 
God’s chosen people. In this particular 


6 


section, which takes you back to Rom. 
9:6, we find the sovereign mercy of God. 
Here the apostle is maintaining and 
proving the absolute sovereignty of God 
and he is using a term that we might use 
I have raised thee up. Our questioner 
has mentioned that the RSV reads: “I 
have let you to live.” It is rather diffi- 
cult to say which is the correct transla- 
tion. I think both of them give much 
of the same meaning. Let me suggest 
that you might render, “allowed thee to 
appear.” In Exodus we are speaking of 
Pharaoh, and of God allowing Pharaoh 
to appear or let him live, to show that 
God was sovereign and all-powerful. 


TAKING OATHS 


Is it a sin to take an oath? This 
question is doubtless asked because 
there are some groups of Christians 
that teach that it is a sin to take an 
oath. 

BLAKELY: There are some very fine 
groups of Christians, such as_ the 
Quakers, who insist that their word is 
as good as any oath and they are very 
fine people. I wish that all people could 
feel that their word is as good as their 
oath. However, the taking of oaths be- 
fore courts of law and in prescribed 
places I do not believe to be wrong. We 
can take such oaths with a good con- 
science. 

MopeErRATOR: I suppose the Quakers 
and others base their objections on the 
injunction of Jesus where he said, “Let 
your yea be yea and your nay, nay.” 
(Matt. 5:34-7.) 

BLAKELY: Yes, I am sure they do. 


the worship traditions of the different 
churches and to seek guidance in carrying 
out their responsibilities. 

Evanston will also be a time when the 
World Council of Churches reviews the 
first six years of its life and makes plans 
for the future. Thus it will provide an 
opportunity for the member churches to 
consider just what the World Council 
means. At Amsterdam the World Coun- 
cil became a fact. In the years since 
the First Assembly the meaning of that 
fact has become clearer. All the churches 
which belong to the World Council show 
by their membership that they recognize 
the church to be more than their own 
denominations. Some people, however, 
have been inclined to think of the World 
Council as in fact a kind of “World 
Church.” This it most clearly is not. 
Some people will doubtless be disappoint- 
ed to learn just how real and how deep 
are the divisions which still divide the 
churches. 

At Evanston, all the delegates will 
not be able to receive the Lord’s Sup- 
per at the same table. 


It will be apparent that there are still 
very deep differences in theology, church 
organization and ways of worship. Yet 
we may all hope and we must earnestly 
pray, that Evanston will make it very 
clear that the churches are on the move 
and that they move together in the same 
direction. God will not let us rest con- 
tent in our denominational self-centered- 
ness and confessional pride. 


There Is One Church 

As we read the New Testament we dis- 
cover not many churches, but only one 
church, one people, acknowledging one 
Lord. In one sense the World Council 
is a sign of the sin of our division. But 
let us pray that it may be more than that 
—that it may also be an instrument of 
the Holy Spirit for the healing of our 
divisions. This does not mean that the 
World Council will negotiate mergers 
between the churches, for that is the re- 
sponsibility of the churches. Evanston 
itself will not produce any such unions. 
But Evanston may serve to bring to the 
churches a new sense of their obligation 
to grow closer together. 

The Assembly will have the task of 
arriving at a message to the churches and 
to the world. The world longs for a sure 
word of hope. The Christian Church is 
the custodian of such a Word. The Evan- 
ston Assembly will provide an oppor- 
tunity for the churches together to so hear 
that Word anew, that they can speak 
clearly of it and, if God will, be an in- 
strument in his hand to give hope to the 
churches and to the world. 

Through a genuine spiritual prepara- 
tion the members of the churches may be 
able not only to hear that message but to 
make it their own and proclaim it to 
others. 
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NEAREST U.P. NEIGHBOR: 


ACK about three summers we had 
our seminary theological institute at 

Sterling College and Bill Woodworth was 
among the ministers present. I met him 
for the first time and liked him very 
much. Bill told me that he was located 
in the Benkelman (Neb.) United Pres- 
byterian church which was the farthest 
away from any other United Presbyterian 
church of any United Presbyterian church 
in the denomination. He told me that 
the nearest United Presbyterian church 
to him was 175 miles away, and that this 
was some kind of a record, and what did 
I think of that. Well, I thought a good 
deal about that. Then he told me a good 
story that had to do with Benkelman and 
great distances. 
Home Was Far 

Time and space (always great prob- 
lems to philosophers even) get a little 
out of hand now and I haven’t Bill Wood- 
worth handy for ready reference, but it 
seems that he was heading home from 
some church meeting—at least 175 miles 
away—and decided with his wife that 
they should eat in their favorite restau- 
rant. While so saying they passed a car 
and trailer in a gas station, the loaded 
trailer flashing a Pennsylvania license. 
Later Bill and wife stopped for gas, and 
the car, trailer, and Pennsylvania license 
passed them. Since Bill was originally 
from Pittsburgh, these Pennsylvania li- 
censes have for him more than a passing 
interest! Again Bill and wife passed 
the license and by this time were really 
wondering about the passengers in the 
car. In due time they drew up to their 
favorite restaurant. Shortly afterward 
came the car, the trailer, and the license, 
and who should climb cut of the car but 
Harold Kurtz, his wife, Polly, and their 
two little girls (or was it three—or was 
it three boys?). ‘The conversation was 
almost like this, only more excited-like: 

“T see you’re from Pennsylvania” (this 
from Woodworth). 

“Yea.” 

“What part?” 

“Pittsburgh.” 

“Oh, Pittsburgh! 
burgh ?” 

“The North Side.” 

“Well, now, what part of the North 
Side?” 

“Aw, you probably never heard of it 

I went to Pittsburgh-Xenia seminary.” 

‘“Pittsburgh-Xenia! Man, so did I!” 

So they fell on each other’s necks all 
around, which is a nice custom with the 
right people. What a glorious reunion 
for total strangers! Harold and Polly 
were heading for their United Presby- 
terian pastorate in Portland, Ore., many 
weary miles beyond; Bill and wife were 


What part of Pitts- 


*Faculty, Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological 
Seminary. 
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By ADDISON H. LEITCH* 


always 175 miles away from United Pres 
byterians. How good this was! From all 
reports (and I had the story from Harold 
Kurtz last summer too), they had a won- 
derful evening together. 


If Union Comes 

The gladness which marked their meet- 
ing is a gladness cf United Presbyterians 
wherever they are. One of the real nice 
things about a small denomination is 
this very fact. But I keep wondering 
always about the U. P. fellowship for 
our Bill Woodworths who are always so 
far away. As a denomination we are 
committed in some fashion to a church 
all across the continent. But by the scores 
we have been losing churches all through 
the heartland, in Nebraska, Iowa, Mis- 
souri, Kansas, and even in Illinois and 
Indiana, leaving many of our pastors and 
their flocks without this denominational 
fellowship which we say we so much 
prize. For such pastors church union 
would be a great boon, and yet even 
church union will not bring that family 
pleasure which Woodworth and Kurtz 
felt because they had come from a com- 
mon background and seminary. 

And if church union does not come, 
what then? It seems to me that our 
church must get altogether into these 
areas or get altogether out and I think 
we ought to concentrate on getting alto- 
gether in. 


175 MILES 


This is a matter of strategy for all our 
church boards and that means men and 
money and they know their business 
hetter than I ever shall. But in the mean- 
time there are things we can do. Every 
hoard spends money on promotion—trips 
here and there plus the grinding of the 
mimeograph—and some of this money 
could be used in a more living way, more 
money spent on getting people together. 

Why not great care in assigning de- 
nominational leaders to the conferences 
in the Midwest and the Far West so that 
they are not all ‘used up” in confer- 
ences around Pittsburgh? Why not real 
financial underwriting for the young 
people in these areas for our national 
conferences whether the National Youth 
or the New Wilmington Missionary? 
Why not exchange fellowships among the 
various synodical conferences? Why not 
more of what has been begun by the 
American board in bringing rural pastors 
together for retreat and conference? Why 
not a reassessment of the theological in- 
stitute idea as a denomination-project ? 
We locate now in New Wilmington and 
in Tarkio, but the Northwest wants an 
institute and so does California, and if 
the denomination and its fellowship mean 
anything to the life of the church, these 
“ireas need them much more than the 
Pittsburgh area. 

As a church, a body, a fellowship, we 
need each other. United Presbyterians 
are so good to know!—Reprinted by per- 
mission, THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN. 


Nashville Doctors and Wives Help 
With Vitamin Shower 


Ever hear of a Vitamin Shower? 

Well, they are having one at West- 
minster church in Nashville. And thou- 
sands of capsules and tablets are making 
their way to Chunju Hospital in far- 
away South Korea because of it. 

It all came about when Dr. Paul Crane, 
who directs the work of the Korean hos- 
pital, wrote Westminster, which provides 
part of his support. He reminded his 
friends of how the hospital had been 
caught in the path of war and of their 
great need of drugs. 

So, the pastor, A. L. Currie, and the 
DCE, Charlotte Persinger, devised a plan. 
They scheduled a Vitamin Shower. 

Doctors’ wives in the congregation were 
enlisted to lead the movement and sample 
packages from their husbands’ desks and 
cabinets began to pour in. The more that 
came the more the idea grew and the 
church bulletin took up the story to spread 
the word. 

Then the idea expanded as doctors, 
nurses and others associated with hos- 
pitals and drug stores were asked for 


samples, and members of the congregation 
began rummaging through their cluttered 
medicine cabinets to find vitamins they 
could spare. 

One letter was sent to 34 doctors, tell- 
ing of Dr. Crane’s work and reminding 
the men of the difficulty of securing med- 
ical supplies in Korea. Although vita- 
mins were the main request, if they could 
spare other drugs—indigestion, heart and 
high blood pressure medicines as well as 
sedatives—they would also be welcomed. 

Responses began streaming into the 
church office—and on into and through 
the World Mission season in February 
they came. And it looked as if the inter- 
est aroused in the Chunju Hospital would 
keep on rounding up vitamin and drug 
samples. 
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EDITORIAL 


Tain’t Funny, McGee 


A good many earnest people, including 
some effective speakers, need Molly Mc- 
Gee around to puncture some of their 
stories, as she does Fibber’s, with her 
deflation, ‘““Tain’t funny, McGee.” 

These references which are most no- 
ticeable now are usually unnecessary re- 
flection, or so considered by some, upon 
Negroes or other racial or cultural groups. 

Non-members of these groups feel that 
sometimes they are over-sensitive. They 
may be, but others in the same situation 
might be too. It usually depends on 
whose toe is pinched. Maybe Negroes 
will have to steel themselves against it 
and be willing to be the butt of jokes 
as Scots are about their thrift. There’s 
the point—most of us wouldn’t mind be- 
ing kidded about so praiseworthy a trait 
as thrift, but most Negro references are 
not about praiseworthy characteristics. 
Furthermore, to make such references in 
a society where they are in any way the 
victims of discrimination passes the 
bounds of good taste and Christian sym- 
pathy. 

After all, most so-called Negro stories 
are not Negro stories at all. The Negro 
part is dragged in as a sort of escape 
mechanism—it shows “how well we know 
the Negro!” That’s why somebody needs 
to rise in the meeting and say, “Tain’t 
funny, McGee.” Then the story may be 





constructed and told in such a way as to 
let it stand or fall under its own humor, 
if any, and not be supported by the crutch 
of a racial barb. Take a sharp look at 
the next story you hear with their refer- 
ence and see if Negroes really have any- 
thing to do with it. 

This sort of thoughtless story gets to 
be pretty bad in church gatherings. That 
is doubtless why the 1953 General As- 
sembly reacted as it did in putting its 
foot down so hard. One commissioner 
reminded the Assembly that the church 
is on an evangelistic mission and it is 
professedly trying to reach many intelli- 
gent, well educated Negroes who have 
integrity and self-respect. If our evange- 
listic effort is to be undermined for the 
sake of a speaker who tries to get a 
laugh to bolster up his talk, then what 
kind of evangelism or people are we deal- 
ing with? 

The most serious effect, however, is not 
the Negro. Far more serious is the effect 
on those who are not Negroes who hear 
and laugh at the story. After all, you can 
tell a good bit about people by what 
they laugh at. Speakers ought to be re- 
minded that we can tell a good bit about 
them by what they encourage people to 
laugh at, especially when it ain’t funny, 
McGee. 

(A good many of the Stephen Foster 
and character songs compose another area 
where people are sensitive, perhaps overly 
sensitive, but to them, “they ain’t funny 
either.”) 


This May Prove 
Something—but What? 


We doubtless need more patience, sym- 
pathy or understanding—or all three. 
Anyway, it is difficult to be as easy-going 
as some people are in the face of unfair- 
ness or distortion. Here is a situation: 

A Fundamentalist paper, carrying on 
its crusade against many Christian lead- 
ers and the most respected churches of 
the nation, recently reported as a news 
item that the Methodist Church last year 
lost 28,904 members. It said that this 
“decrease” is to be explained by “the 
trend toward Socialism and ‘Oxnamism’ 
in the denomination’s political and social 
program.” 

But what were the facts? The Gen- 
eral Conference of Methodism voted to 
drop from its membership rolls all those 
previously listed as “inactive” or “non 
resident.”” So, 1,624,466 members were 
dropped in an effort to give a true report. 

But the paper did not go on to tell its 
readers what was reported at the same 
time—that 1,595,562 new members were 
added during the year as a result of one 
of the greatest evangelistic efforts on rec- 
ord. 

Coming closer home, the writer of an 
article in a paper published in our midst 
recently sought to charge us with con- 
tradiction. So, he says that in The Case 





for Union (pp. 16-17, obviously an error 
for there are only 16 pages and it does 
not appear on 16 or elsewhere, for that 
matter) we claim “denominational own- 
ership of local presbyteries,”’ which we 
have never done in that language or any 
other. (Articles in The Case for Union 
are the responsibility of the writers sign- 
ing them.) 

Then, to point to our inconsistency, 
Dr. Taylor’s article on “What Is to Be 
Gained by Union?” is picked up to show 
that we, not Dr. Taylor, are now claim- 
ing that ‘doctrinal soundness (is to be) 
measured exclusively by presbyteries.” 

Dr. Taylor is quoted as referring to the 
Auburn Affirmation as ‘“‘a protest against 
centralization of power in determining 
what is sound doctrine. That has al- 
ways been, north and south, a function 
of presbytery.” 

Then the writer takes great pains to 
discuss the rights of higher courts to con- 
sider appeals. from lower courts, which 
nobody has questioned and everybody 
recognizes in our system. 

A further curious twist is noted in a 
later paragraph where we, not Dr. Taylor, 
are described as “THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OvtTLooK which in January 1954 defends 
the Auburn Affirmation, with the allega- 
tion of a presbytery’s exclusive right to 
pass on ministerial soundness is the same 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK which during 
last year insisted on the synod rather 
than Orange Presbytery deciding in the 
matter of the doctrinal soundness of the 
pastor of the Chapel Hill church.” 

There may be logic in this, but it does 
not appear, and unfortunately the readers 
of the foregoing charge will not know 
the full facts. 

Our readers will know that it was Dr. 
Taylor who made the recent assertion and 
the question was not simply one of a 
presbytery’s ascertaining ministerial 
soundness but amending the constitution 
by extra-constitutional methods which the 
Affirmation protested. 

Again, anybody who read even the 
slightest portion of what was written 
about Chapel Hill and Orange Presbytery 
should remember that our basic protest 
and concern were not at the point charged 
here at all. In the first place we insisted 
that the presbytery should prefer specific 
charges. That was our chief concern. 
Secondly, when a change of venue was 
requested, in line with the provision of 
our Book of Church Order, we hoped it 
might be granted, not because a presby- 
tery lacks rights but because of personal 
and emotional involvement in the case as 
it had developed. We have never sug- 
gested nor have we heard anyone else 
suggest that a synod has prior rights in 
such cases. 

Unfortunately, the readers of the afore- 
mentioned article have been told that we 
have taken these positions which, in one 
case, are foreign to our beliefs, and in 
the second place, were personally ex- 
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WHAT IS A CITY? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


With thanks to Milton Brown. 
Jonah 4:11. 


NE quarter of the population of the 

United States live in twelve cities 
of more than a million each. Each year, 
lately, the farm areas of the United 
States lose one million inhabitants, net. 
Of the nineteen cities that showed 100% 
increase in the 1950 census, nine are in 
the South. Cities are coming more and 
more to be the standard pattern of Amer- 
ican life, and even the rural areas are 
being urbanized. 

Just what is a city? A city has many 
to condemn it; but the people keep mov- 
ing in. What is a city? The wonderful 
little book of Jonah is about a city as 
well as about a prophet. Three ways of 
looking at a city are there expressed. 
True, the city is one that would now be 
regarded (and is) as a museum piece. 
Everything about it would seem strange 
if Nineveh should be reassembled from 
the museums of the world and rise again 
upon its desert sands. And yet, ancient 
or modern, the thing that makes a city 
what it is, is not the style of its architec- 
ture, the mode of transportation or gar- 
bage disposal, not primarily the speech or 
the customs of its inhabitants. 

The characteristic urban feature is 
the crowding of so many people into 
a small space. 

If the modern city is more spread-out 
and airy than the cities of olden time, 
the citizens are just as close to one another 
in terms of time, and much closer in terms 
of communication, than was true of any 
citv in the far past. The essence of the 
city remains the same: the people. 


HE first thing that is said about 

Nineveh, four times indeed, is that 
it is a “great city,” a city of three days’ 
breadth. That is the first thing that 
strikes the countryman come to town; that 
is why so many visitors to New York, 
even from cities of a lesser sort, will tell 
you they love to come there but they 
would hate to live in the place. It’s so 





pressed convictions of a writer in our col- 
umns, but are not accurate representa- 
tions of what he discussed. 

This procedure may advance the cause 
of truth and justice, but it is not now 
apparent how it will. 


* * * 


AT THE END of life we shall not be 

asked how much pleasure we had in 
it, but how much service we gave in it; 
not how full it was of success, but how 
full it was of sacrifice; not how happy 
we were, but how helpful we were; not 
how ambition was gratified, but how love 
served.—HvuGH BLAcK. 
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big it is frightening to some people. A 
South Carolinian at-large in New York 
became so homesick that he spent all one 
morning in the Pennsylvania Station, 
“But I never saw anyone I knew,” he 
said. Everything about a city is on a 
large scale. Its telephone directory looks 
like a dictionary—in a really big city, 
like three dictionaries. One branch of 
one company (Applicances of General 
Electric) in one city (Louisville) has 
one hundred acres under roof in_ its 
plant; one of its smaller buildings would 
house ten football fields; one day’s pay- 
roll is $44,000; there is parking space for 
8,000 cars. 

A man and his wife from rural New 
England were walking near the Empire 
State Building in New York City, and 
the man was nearly breaking his neck 
trying to see the tep of the amazing pile. 
“Don’t gawk like that,” his wife said. 
“People will think you never were here 
before.” ‘Well, I never was,” he said. 

But New York is so big that most New 
Yorkers have never yet been by the Em- 
pire State Building. A city is a great 
place. Even if you do not know its 
history, London, Paris, New York, 
Tokyo, or for that matter Toledo or Hous- 
ton—is fascinating. And if you do 
know its history, this great city grows 
before your eyes in time as well as in 
space, multiplied by the centuries of its 
long story. So it was with Nineveh, so it 
is with the cities of «verywhere. Vast, 
towering, overwhelming, they weary the 
eye, batter the ear and challenge the mind. 


UT there is another view of Nineveh, 

that great city. It is a wicked place. 
Readers of Jonah did not need to be told 
how wicked it was; that had been spelled 
out by Nahum. The very name of the 
city had the same sinister sound, to a 
Hebrew ear, that Tokyo used to have for 
us and that Moscow now has for most 
persons outside the iron curtain. Of 
course, wickedness is not peculiar to en- 
emy cities. Prophets whose patriotism 
cannot be doubted, had said or would say 
about Samaria and Jerusalem as severe 
things as were said of Nineveh. 


Persons who are in doubt about the 
truth of the Christian doctrine of sin 
should consider the city. 


If the human race were naturally as 
good as some optimists have claimed, then 
large aggregations of humanity ought to 
be pulsating with goodness. But cities 
do not make that impression. The big- 
ger they are, the more serious the situa- 
tion. The moral problems grow with 
the traffic problems. Not that cities are 
worse than the country, by necessity. But 
it is not only that the small town as it 
were chaperones every inhabitant while 


the anonymity of the great city is itself 
a temptation; it is not only that police 
problems are intensified in a city; the 
city itself, its very greatness, may be a 
token of evil. 

When one sees a Nineveh whose tow- 
ers were built by the plunder of looted 
lands, or when one sees a modern city 
and thinks of the human resources drain- 
ed away from smaller places in need of 
them, when one sees a city, enormous 
and opulent, set in the midst of a pov- 
erty-stricken countryside, when one con- 
trasts (for instance) what the farmer 
gets from the city for what he sells, with 
what he has to pay into the city for what 
he needs, when one reads the never-end- 
ing story of crime and corruption, of 
greed and exploitation, one shares the des- 
perate mood of Jonah. One could wish 
that forty days more would see the end. 
One feels that the atomic war, if it comes, 
by wiping out the cities will make a 
cleaner world. 


UT there is still another view of 

Nineveh, that great and wicked city. 
It is something the Ninevites did not 
think of, something that did nct occur 
to the angry prophet, until God said it to 
him. It is a place where God’s pity 
dwells. 


In that city there were more than 
120,000 perscns who did not know 
their right hand from their left. 


Perhaps this means babies. Cities 
swarm with them. The old notion that 
city people are childless while the country 
folk raise the big families, is out-of-date. 
Children swarm on every street. Even 
in parts of the city where one would not 
imagine people could live, there are cur- 
tains at basement windows, and little 
girls and boys dodge in and out among the 
garbage cans. Dead-End Kids, born in 
the wrong place, their school teachers 
and the welfare agencies struggling 
against all the odds—the pity of God is 
there, though there are too few of the 
God-fearing who share it. 

But perhaps these who “know not 
their right hand from their left” are 
not babies. The city is filled with be- 
wildered people, lost souls. All they 
know is what they see on the TV or hear 
on the ever-yammering radio. All they 
know is the misinformation and multi- 
plied ignorance of the other bewildered 
people around them. They have stopped 
thinking for themselves, if they ever did. 
They are not men, they are Mass Man; 
they are the meat on which the dema- 
gogues grow fat. 

To look at a city with admiration for 
its greatness is natural; to condemn it 
for its wickedness is easy; to pity it for 
the helplessness of the thousands trapped 
and lost in its wilderness, is Godlike. 
One hopes that Jonah did more than shed 
a tear. The pity of man may be no more 
than regret; the pity of God is wise love 
in action. 
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K. C. Audience Hears 
Assembly Moderator 


Missouri News Letter 

A Kansas City audience of more 
than 700 heard the Assembly’s Modera- 
tor, Frank W. Price, describe the benefits 
of Christian unity. ‘Unity in the world 
will best come,”’ he said, “as the different 
families within the Protestant faith unite. 
And if it comes with a great rising tide 
of confessions, prayer and spiritual re- 
newal, then God will bless the union and 
use us. Such a church could contribute 
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greatly to the religious cleansing of Amer- 
ica and vitally improve inter-racial and 
inter-Christian relationships.’’ Repre- 
sentatives of the three Presbyterian groups 
considering union (U.S., USA and 
United) heard Dr. Price in mid-February 
at the Linwood Boulevard church. Earlier 
that day he had been the guest of min- 
isters and elders of Upper Missouri Pres- 
bytery who sought earnestly to answer the 
question, “What can we do to help the 
cause of reunion?” As one of the border 
states, Missouri finds an overwhelming 
majority in favor of this proposed re- 
union. 


Moderator’s Visit Is 
Widely Appreciated 

The visit of the Moderator to the 
Synod of Missouri was deeply appreciated 
throughout this area. Last year Dr. W. 
A. Alexander was the first Moderator in 
some years who had been able to include 
Missouri in his schedule. Dr. Price spent 
a Sunday in the western part of the sy- 
nod, preaching in St. Joseph in the morn- 
ing and meeting with elders and ministers 
of the presbytery that afternoon and 
speaking at a mass meeting in Kansas 
City that night. From there he went 
to Columbia to inspect the new church 
and student activity center which has 
been erected to serve the several col- 
leges and the university there. On Mon- 
day he was in St. Louis, speaking to the 
men of the presbytery in the afternoon 
and addressing a mass meeting that night. 


K.C. Church Council 
Hears Bishop Martin 

“The ecumenical movement is the 
working together at a common task,” said 
Methodist Bishop William C. Martin re- 
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cently at the thirty-second annual meeting 
of the Kansas City Council of Churches. 
Speaking at a meeting of approximately 
1,100 persons, the president of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches said partici- 
pation in the ecumenical movement ‘does 
not mean the surrender of denominational 
loyalty, but sublimating it so that de- 
nominational pride can be transferred to 
the larger enterprise without being im- 
paired.” ‘tA shrinking world has usher- 
ed in a new concept of Christianity,” 
he said. “God has set a patterr for this 
generation to follow.” 


City Youth Banquet 
Held in Negro Church 

That inter-racial prejudices mean very 
little to young people was demonstrated 
in a youth banquet sponsored in early 
February by the Kansas City Council of 
Churches. Representing various churches 
of the city, 500 young people gathered for 
dinner at the St. Stephen Baptist church 
(Negro) and had a delightful time of 
Christian fellowship together. The pro- 
gram stressed the necessity of “One 
World” type of thinking and was pre- 
sented by the young people themselves. 
The affair was pronounced an unqualified 
success and a tremendous boost to better 
understanding among racial groups. 


St. Joseph Church 
Marks Centennial 

The First church, St. Joseph, cele- 
brated its centennial last month. Former 
pastors George H. Vick, Charleston, W. 
Va., and George Mauze, San Antonio, 
returned to preach. Synod’s Moderator, 
W. E. Phifer, brought greetings at the 
Friday night banquet. The Assembly’s 
Moderator spoke on Sunday. The St. 
Joseph church is launching a building 
program in conjunction with its anniver- 
sary. 
Miscellany 

Theodore Jaeger, synod’s new regional 
director of Religious education, has set 
up his office in Mexico, Mo., and is trav- 
elling over the synod to become acquaint- 
ed with his new duties and opportunities. 

W. E. PuIrer, JR. 
Kansas City. 
x * OX 


HE IS a man of sense who does not 
grieve for what he has not, but rejoices 
in what he has.—EPIctTETUws. 
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Are you satisfied 
with your Will? 


Have you omitted something, or someone? 
Is there one bequest you intended to make . . . but didn’t? 


Do you think you should leave a part of your possessions 
to further the cause of the Master? 


By including the Board of World Missions in your will, 
you can provide for the continuous advancement of 
Christianity throughout the world. Many such bequests 
have been received by our Board and invested in the 
work of Foreign Missions. 


In drawing or revising your will, consult a good lawyer. 
We will be glad to supply any information desired as to 
the form of bequest or the use of your legacy. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 





PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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“To Forergu Missions a Share’ 














The Conquest of 
Mount Everest 


This official pictorial chronicle of the 
1953 British expedition to the 29,000-foot- 
summit of Mount Everest — highest 
mountain in the world—is a documen- 
tary of surpassing excellence. By a care- 
ful selection of the most significant se- 
quences, the film’s editors have achieved 
a breathlessly exciting story as well as 
a highly informative account of a stu- 
pendous physical feat. 

While this is the first successful effort 
—out of eleven failures in the past thirty 
years—to reach “the top of the world,” 
the expedition has generously attributed 
much of its success to the data compiled 
by the earlier attempts. In this latest 
effort the conquest was carried out under 
a “master plan of attack.” Nothing was 
left to chance. For months equipment 
was tested, rejected, improved, re-tested. 
Members of the expedition were put 
through harrowing trials which simulated 
the numbing cold, 100-mile winds, and 
deoxygenized air they would encounter. 
Food and supplies—transportable only 
on the backs of men—were measured to 
a fraction of an ounce. Every foresee- 
able problem was diligently prepared for. 
Yet always there was the quiet fear that 
the unexpected might lash out with sud- 
den death. 


All previous attempts at Everest have 
been through the northern reaches, by way 
of Tibet. On this occasion—with Nepal 
being opened for the first time to for- 
eigners—the approach to ‘“The Mother 
of the World” was made from the south. 
The epochal conquest was made possible 
only through the greatest teamwork be- 
tween the British explorers and their na- 
tive porters. And it was a Sherpa guide, 
Bhotia Tensing Norkey, who struggled 
shoulder to shoulder with a New Zealand 
beekeeper, Edmund P. Hillary, to reach 
the highest point on which man has ever 
stood. Master strategist and leader of 
the expedition was Brigadier Sir John 
Hunt, who relentlessly directed, encour- 
aged and inspired his comrades into 
achieving their tremendous objective. 

The scenic backgrounds are of breath- 
taking beauty. And the suspense as these 
men claw their way up the great peak 
is developed to an almost unbearable 
degree. A fine score of accompanying 
music has been composed by Arthur Ben- 
jamin, and sharing in the overall excel- 
lence is Louis Macneice’s commentary, 
which is read in turn by various members 
of the expedition. In Technicolor. FOR: 
Family. 

Also Highly Recommended: Knights of 
the Round Table; Rob Roy, the Highland 


Rogue; Annapurna; Heidi—to be de- 
scribed. 





*Rated by Protestant Motion Picture 
Council as the “Movie of the Month.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





the 
Oot- 
hest 
1en- 
are- 

se- 
ved 
l as 
stu- 


fort 
‘irty 
] d,” 
uted 
iled 
itest 
ander 
was 
nent 
sted. 

put 
ated 
and 
nter. 
only 
d to 
see- 

for. 
that 
sud- 


have 
way 
epal 
for- 
ther 
yuth. 
sible 
be- 
-na- 
1ide, 
roled 
land 
each 
ever 
r of 
John 
-our- 
into 
eath- 
these 
peak 
rable 
Lying 
Ben- 
xcel- 
itary, 
nbers 


OR: 


hts of 
bland 
1 de- 


cture 
_ 
sOOK 





THE NEW COMMANDMENT 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for March 21, 1954 
John 13-14. Print 13:12-17,34-35; 14:21-24 


John declares in the Prologue of his 
Gospel: ‘In the beginning was the Word 
and the Word was with God and the 
Word was God... . / And the Word be- 
came flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld his glory.” In the first twelve 
chapters John shows us how Jesus re- 
vealed his glory to the world. He offered 
himself to the nation as the Son of God, 
as the source of Life and Light and Love. 
But the nation as a whole did not re- 
ceive him. As told in the Prologue, “He 
came to his own home and his own people 
received him not.” Or as summarized at 
the end of the section, “Though he had 
done so many signs before them, yet 
they did not believe in him” (12:37). 
Jesus therefore made one last appeal to 
the nation (12:44-50) and then turned 
to his disciples. In chapters 1-12 John 
tells us how Jesus revealed his glory to 
the world; in 13-20 he tells us how he 
revealed his glory to the disciples. 


1. | Have Given You an Example 

1. The Occasion. Luke tells us that 
the disciples had been disputing as to 
which of them was the greatest (22:24). 
His account suggests that the dispute 
came after the completion of the evening 
meal, but he gives us no note of time, 
neither does he attempt to write chrono- 
logically. It is almost certain that the 
dispute as to their relative rank occurred 
before the supper, or just after the sup- 
per began, and was the occasion in part 
of Jesus’ actions. The disciples realized 
that Jesus was approaching the climax 
of his ministry and they hoped that the 
glorious kingdom which they anticipated 
was near. In that kingdom each hoped 
to occupy a higher place than his fellows. 

Marcus Dods reminds us: 

“In Palestine, as in other countries of 
the same latitude, shoes were not univer- 
sally worn and were not worn at all 
within doors; and where some protection 
to the foot was worn, it was commonly a 
mere sandal, a sole tied on with a thong. 
The upper part of the foot was thus left 
exposed and necessarily became heated 
and dirty with the fine and scorching dust 
of the roads. Much discomfort was thus 
produced and the first duty of a host was 
to provide for its removal. A slave was 
ordered to remove the sandals and wash 
the feet.” 

On this occasion, no slave was at hand, 
and no one of the disciples, perhaps be- 
cause of their recent controversy, wished 
to demean himself by performing this 
menial service for the company. And 
vet this was the last evening of Jesus’ life. 
He had words which they must hear, but 
which they could not appreciate in their 
present mood. 

2. The Lesson. 
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The KJV translates 


13:2 as “supper being ended.” ‘The 
RSV renders it “during supper.” The 
true meaning is “when supper was at 
hand.” Only then would it be in order 
to wash the feet of the group. It seems 
that Jesus had first reclined at the table 
in expectation that one or other of the 
disciples would do the foot washing. 
But as none of them moved, and supper 
was now about to be served, Jesus him- 
self arose, laid aside the upper garments 
which would impede his movements, 
wrapped a towel about him, poured 
water into the basin provided for the 
purpose and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet. (Note how each detail is indelibly 
imprinted on John’s memory. He could 
never forget that scene.) 

Big-hearted, impulsive Peter could not 
hear that his Master should thus humiliate 
himself before him, and at first attempted 
to deter him. Jesus replied, “If I do not 
wash you, you have no part in me.” Peter 
immediately cried, “In that case, wash 
not only my feet, but also my hands and 
head.” Then Jesus, who was very pa- 
tient with his loyal but blundering dis- 
ciple, pointed out that a man who had 
bathed (public baths were commonly used 
at the time) did not need to bathe again 
when he reached home, but only to wash 
the dust off his feet, in order to be wholly 
clean. 


It is plain from what follows that 
Jesus had a spiritual truth in mind. So 
it is, he meant to say, in the spiritual 
realm. A man whose moral nature has 
once been thoroughly purified need not 
think that all this has been undone, if, 
in the walk through life, he contracts 
some stains; these must be washed away, 
it is true, but then he is once more wholly 
clean. In spite of these stains which you 
have contracted, he adds, you are essen- 
tially clean, but not all. He distinguishes 
in this last clause, between the offense of 
the rest and the offense of Judas. The 
cthers only needed to have the soil of their 
present evil temper and jealousy removed. 
They were true in heart; they had been 
in the bath and had only contracted sur- 
face mud which needed to be washed 
away. But Judas had not been in the 
bath. He had no genuine and habitual 
loyalty to Christ. 


The eleven were clean, but there was 
surface dust that needed to be washed 
away. And this the Master did for them 
when he washed their feet. 


“For was there a man among them, who, 
when he saw his Lord and Master stooping 
down at his couch foot, would not most 
gladly have changed places with him? 
Was there one of them who was not 
softened and broken down by the action 


of the Lord. ... From a group of angry, 
proud, insolent, implacable, resentful 
men, they were in five minutes changed 
into a company of humbled, meek, loving 
disciples of the Lord.” 


Il. Love One Another as | Have 
Loved You 


When Jesus had finished his task he 
said, “Do you perceive the meaning of 
what I have done? You call me Lord 
and Teacher, and you are right. That 
is what I am. Well, if I have washed 
your feet, I, who am your Lord and 
Teacher, you are bound to wash one an- 
other’s feet; for I have been setting you 
an example, that you should do what 
I have done to you.” 

What did Jesus mean? There are 
some sects in America which think that 
Jesus’ example is to be literally imitated. 
They observe the washing of feet as a 
sacrament similar to that of the Lord’s 
Supper. But neither Jesus nor John 
thought that Christians would continue 
literally to wash one another’s feet and 
call that following the example set by 
Jesus on this occasion. It was an object 
lesson, growing out of the particular oc- 
casion, demonstrating the importance of 
a Christian’s doing whatever the neces- 
sities required, however humble or me- 
nial, for the benefit of a neighbor or 
brother. This is an obvious first prin- 
ciple of Christian discipleship. “If you 
know these things [and we do know 
them], blessed are you, if you do them.” 

The principle is set forth more ex- 
plicitly in vss. 34-35: “A new com- 
mandment I give to you, that you love one 
another, even as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another.” The com- 
mand to love is certainly not new. The 
novel element is in regard to the manner 
in which they are to love. “A new com- 
mandment I give to you, that you love 
one another, even as I have loved you.” 
As his love had been manifest in the 
menial service just rendered. As his love 
was about to be manifest in his death on 
the cross. “By this,” Jesus continued, 
“all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love one for an- 
other.” By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples—not by your pro- 
fession of faith, not by your zeal for the 
true doctrine, but by this—if you have 
love for one another. ‘And by the lack 
of it,’ comments H. L. Willett, “have 
men known, throughout the centuries, 
that few professing Christians were ac- 
tually Jesus’ disciples.” Is this too 
sweeping a statement? How do men 
know that you and I are Christians? 
How do they know that we Southern 
Presbyterians are Christians? 


Ill. Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled 

After the departure of Judas Jesus 
instituted what we call “the Lord’s Sup- 
per.” He said, “This is my body, which 
is broken for you. . . . This is my blood 
which is poured out for the remission of 
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again and will take you to myself, that 
sins. . . . Continue to do this in remem- 
brance of me.” Then he warned them 
that one of the Twelve was about to be- 
tray him and another to deny him. Worst 
of all, he announced that he was about 
to leave them, and then added, “Where 
I am going, you cannot follow me now.” 
The disciples were troubled. The future 
seemed very dark. And it was first of 
2ll to comfort them that Jesus spoke 
those words which more than any others 
have brought comfort and strength to 
men from that day to this. 

“Let not your hearts be troubled,” he 
said, “Believe in God, believe also in 
me.” The Greek may be translated, ‘“*You 
believe in God, believe also in me.” But 
most scholars are agreed that both verbs 
should be translated by the imperative. 


The way was dark and obscure and there 
were many pitfalls ahead, but they must 
trust God, and they must also trust him. 
As Marcus Dods paraphrases the words 
of Jesus, “Trust him who over-rules all 
events. He will bring you through this 
crisis for which you feel yourselves in- 
competent; of if, in your present circum- 
stances, that faith is too difficult, trust 
me, whom you see and know and whose 
words you cannot doubt.” 

But what were they to believe about 
God and about Christ? How would faith 
in him relieve their troubled hearts? Just 
what did Jesus offer to do for them and 
for us? 

“In my Father’s house,” said Jesus, 
“are many rooms... . And when I go to 
and prepare a place for you, I will come 
where I am you may be also” (14:1-3). 


THE ONLY EXPLANATION 


Billions of babies have 

Been born on this earth, 
Grown to maturity, and 
Moved into the Vast Beyond, 
Since he walked in Capernaum 
And Jerusalem. But to this 
Day the moral grandeur of 
His character, the sublimity 
Of his teaching, the purity 
Of his revelation of the 
Heart of God, the power of 
His gentle appeal to the 
Soul of man, have not been 
Equaled. He cannot be 
Accounted for by historian 
Or psychologist, nor does 
Philosopher or theologian 
Have the last word. He was 
Born in a humble abode 

In a disreputable village 

In a remote province of a 
Vast empire. The people of 
The land were bound by the 
Chain of military conquest, 
The cord of dire want, the 
Halter of tradition, the 
Noose of fear and hatred. 
He moved among men with 
Compassion, ministering to 
Their needs, speaking 


Living with Peace of Mind . 


Wonderful words of life, 
Teaching about God and man, 
Telling of right and wrong. 
Because the truth he spoke 
Cut across many an ancient 
Tradition and threatened 
Many a special privilege, 

Men of affairs looked upon 
Him with alarm and decided 
That he must die. Even the 
Specter of crucifixion did 

Not swerve him. He wanted 
To live, but even more he 
Wanted to do God’s will. 

He was cruelly executed, was 
Buried in a borrowed tomlh, 
And rose to newness of life. 
The only explanation of him 
That explains is the simple 
One that he was saturated 
With God and was ever guided 
And sustained by divine 
Inflow. His impact upon the 
World came from God’s power 
Within. And the good news 
Is that the God and Father 
Of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Is eager to fill us also 

With truth and love 

And radiant joy. 


By Kirby Page 
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But are we to be left comfortless in the 
meanwhile? Not at all. ‘“‘He who has 
seen me,” said Jesus, “has seen the 
Father” (14:9), and, ‘‘Whatever you ask 
in my name,” i.e., as my representative, 
in my spirit, “I will do it” (14:12-14), 
“If you love me,” Jesus continues, “‘you 
will keep my commandments. And I 
will pray the Father, and he will give 
vou another counselor, to be with you 
forever.”” But there is something more. 
“In that day,” says Jesus, “you will 
know that I am in my Father and you 
in me and I in you” (14:20). Christ 
here “assures his disciples that not only 
will they have the presence and guidance 
of the Spirit, but that he himself, far 
from deserting them, will come to them 
and dwell with them.” 

Says Arthur John Gossip, in the Jn- 
terbreters’ Bible: 

“That is not poetry or fancy, it 
is simple fact. The enemies of Christ 
came down the hill of Calvary when all 
Was over, well satisfied with their day’s 
work. For they had made an end of this 
upsetter of the people. That, thank God, 
was all over! There would be no more 
of him. But they were wrong. For today 
millions, not in heaven only, but on earth, 
live in daily communion with him. They 
speak to him; they listen to him, they 
consult him; they are guided by him; they 
draw their inspiration from him. It is 
because he lives that they live; as the 
mill wheel is turned by the rush of living 
water, and cannot turn without it.” 


But, some may say, this has not been 
my experience. That may be due to lack 
of knowledge, it may be due to lack of 
faith, it may be due to lack of obedience. 
There are conditions to be fulfilled. 
Communion with the Risen Christ is not 
mere emotional ecstasv. It is an ethical 
fellowship, one which can be experienced 
only where there is love—and obedience. 
“He who has my commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who loves me; and 
he who loves me will be loved by my 
Father and I will love him and manifest 
myself to him.” (14:21) 

Judas, not Iscariot, broke in at this 
point and said, “But how? How will 
vou manifest vourself to us in a way 
that others cannot share?” 

“And patiently, perhaps more slowly, 
Christ repeats almost verbatim what he 
has said, but with one amazing addition, 
‘If a man loves me, he will keep my word 
and my Father will love him’—all that 
we had had before. But then there comes 
the staggering announcement, ‘and we will 


come to him and make our home with 
him.’” (Gossip) 


And it is because God through Christ 
is always ready to make his home in ov" 
hearts that the inward peace which Christ 
himself enjoved is alwavs available for 
us—‘‘Peace I leave with vou; my peace 
I give unto you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not vour hearts 
he troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 
(14:27-36) 


Lesson topic and Seripture selections copyrivhted by 
the Division of Education. National Council of Churches 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE CAROLINA BACKCOUNTRY ON 
THE EVE OF THE REVOLUTION. By Charles 
Woodmason, edited with an Introduction by 
Richard J. Hooker. University of North Caro- 
lina Press, Chapel Hill, N. C. 305 pp., $5.00. 

As Carl Bridenbaugh has recently 
pointed out, there was no “South” in 
1776 and never had been. There were 
rather three distinctive societies—the 
Chesapeake Society, including the land 
drained by the Chesapeake and its tribu- 
taries; the Carolina Lowlands, centering 
about Charleston; and the Back Country, 
including the Valley of Virginia, the 
North Carolina Piedmont, and the South 
Carolina Up Country. The Back Coun- 
try is of particular interest to Presby- 
terians for it was here among the Scotch- 
Irish immigrants pushing, some west- 
ward from Charleston, and more south 
from Pennsylvania, that Presbyterianism 
gained its early and most enduring 
strength. 

One of the most vivid accounts that has 
come down to us of the Back Country so- 
ciety is from the Journal and other writ- 
ings of Charles Woodmason. Woodmason 
had been a prominent member of the 
Carolina Society, as landowner, merchant 
and civil servant. To the surprise of his 
friends he finally took orders in the An- 
glican Church, and volunteered and was 
accepted as an itinerant missionary among 
the growing communities in upland 
South Carolina. In salty and unin- 
hibited language he describes the cus- 
toms and morals, or lack of morals, on the 
crude frontier, and pays his respects in 
passing to the Scotch-Irish Presbyterians 
and the New Light Baptists, neither of 
whom he could abide. Perhaps he had 
some grounds for his antipathies. The 
Scotch-Irish, who had only recently come 
from the North of Ireland, where they 
suffered keenly under the Anglican Es- 
tablishment, had little love for the Es- 
tablishment in the Carolinas. Wood- 
mason accuses them of resorting to va- 
rious stratagems to prevent him from 
getting a congregation. He claims, for 
example, that on one occasion “they hired 
a band of rude fellows to come to service 
who brought with them 57 dogs (for I 
counted them) which in time of service 
they set fighting, and IT was obliged to 
stop.” 

The people of the Back Country had 
genuine grievances against the Low 
Country aristocracy. Their refusal to re- 
dress these grievances and in particular 
to give them anv protection from the 
gangs of vicievs men who abounded on 
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the frontier, led to the Regulator Move- 
ment, wherein the people of the Back 
Country took matters into their own 
hands, and even threatened to march on 
Charleston itself. Woodmason, with a 
strong instinct for justice, became a rec- 
ognized spokesman for the Regulator in- 
terests. A considerable portion of the 
book is given to his various Regulator 
writings. 

Woodmason was a keen observer and 
a man of strong and pronounced, we 
might say, partisan convictions. He ex- 
pressed himself with a vigor and a pas- 
sion which still commands our interest. 
The Journal of Woodmason is known and 
valued by all students of our early Co- 
lonial history. In publishing and editing 
not only the Journal, but the other writ- 
ings of this itinerant evangelist and man 
of affairs, Professor Hooker is due our 
hearty thanks. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


CHURCH ORGAN ACCOMPANIMENT, by 
Marmaduke P. Conway. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York. 152 pp., $2.00. 

Here is a book by the late organist and 
master of choristers of Ely Cathedral 
which is packed with practical informa- 
tion for an enterprising organist. 

Within a score and a half pages Dr. 
Conway gives a clear brief sketch of the 
development of organ music from early 
times up to the present. He then dis- 
cusses the requisite qualifications of an 
accompanist with practical suggestions as 
to the development of this skill. 

A good chapter on accompanying hymns 
includes reference to such features as pace 
of hymns, methods of preventing monot- 
ony, and the playing of Amens. Then 
two unique chapters give brief but help- 
ful suggestions to the organist who must 
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accompany either Handel’s Messiah or 
Mendelssohn’s Elijah. Hints are given 
on how to reduce the orchestral score to 
the organ keyboard for each chorus or 
solo in these two works. 

All too little is available to assist or- 
ganists in their work and this volume is 
a solid addition to the literature. 

James R. SyDNor. 
Richmond, Va. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


A Historical Approach to Evangelical 
Worship. Ilion T. Jones. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury, Nashville, Tenn. $4.50. 

The Development of Negro Religion. 
Ruby F. Johnston. Philosophical Library, 
N. Y. $3.00. 
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—as surely as these exist, you can 
overcome them. How to find vic- 
tory in worldly defeat, peace in 
tribulations, is the message of these 
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Each chapter discusses a_prob- 
lem we all must face. Each brings 
the strength and healing comfort of 
Christ’s eternal love—wise, under- 
standing guidance to give your life 
new meaning, purpose, and de- 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Charles H. Sides, Jr., formerly of Ba- 
rium Springs, N. C., is beginning his new 
work at the Harrisburg church near Char- 
lotte, N. C. 

Fitzhugh T. Read, 
N. C., to Bartow, Fla. 

Wm. W. Glass, formerly of Louisville, 
Ky., is now pastor of the Emporia, Va., 
and Aberdour churches. 

J. Lee McLean, former Army chaplain, 
is to become pastor of the Brett-Reed 
Memorial and St. James churches, Sweet 
Hall, Va. 

H. E. Pressly has been received as a 
member of Western Texas Presbytery 
from the Presbytery of the Pacific of the 
Presbyterian Church of Mexico. He will 
continue to serve under the Board of 
World Missions. 

J. Lem Tittsworth, formerly of Cle- 
burne, Texas, is serving the Normandy 
Heights church, Odessa, Texas. 

Joseph Sefcik, Little Rock, Ark., as- 
sumed his new duties as pastor of the 
Ward Parkway church, Kansas City, Mo., 
early this month. 

CORRECTION: 
cently reported as moving 
City, Fla., in error. 

J. Metz Rollins, Jr., formerly of John- 
son C. Smith University, Charlotte, N. C., 
and a member of the USA Presbytery of 
Southern Virginia, has presented a pe- 
tition bearing the signatures of twenty- 
two persons wishing to be organized as 
a church in Tallahassee, Fla. Central 
Alabama Presbytery received the peti- 
tion following Mr. Rollins’ efforts near 
the campus of Florida A & M University. 
The church was organized Jan. 31. 

Wick Bromall, formerly of Cross Hill, 
S. C., has become professor of theology 
and Hebrew at Erskine Seminary, Due 
West, S. C. 

Wm. C. Montignani from Windsor, N. 
Y., to Hanover, N. J. 
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Lake Waccamaw, 


James Coad was re- 


from Dade 


SPEAKER 

William M. Ramsay, Knoxville, Tenn., 
was the recent speaker sponsored by the 
Westminster Fellowship at the _ Inter- 
Faith Forum, Woman's College, Univer- 
sity of N. C., in Greensboro. 

David W. Sprunt, Frank W. Price, and 
Arthur Macdonald were the principal 
speakers for the Westminster Fellowship 
of South Carolina at the recent meeting 
at Presbyterian College, Clinton, 
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DCEs 

Neva Delgado, Tampa, Fla., will begin 
her new work as director of Christian ed- 
ucation in the First church, Columbus, 
Ga., March 15. 

Imogene Bennett from Little Rock, 
Ark., to First church, Box 2006, Baton 
Rouge 1, La. 

Eugenia Hopper from Duncan, Okla., 
to Oklahoma Presbyterian College, Du- 
rant, Okla. 


NEW STATED CLERK 
Piedmont Presbytery, Paul P. Thrower, 
Pickens, S. C. 


MARRIED 
Thomas B. Hoover, Jr., Columbia, S. C., 
and Catherine B. Bagwell, Spartanburg, 





Are You Interested in a Trip to 


THE HOLY LAND 
AND EUROPE? 


For descriptive folder write to 


Dr. C. Newman Faulconer 


First Presbyterian Church 
Waynesboro, Virginia 





S. C., were married in the First church, 
Spartanburg, Feb. 6. 


EDITS LEAFLETS 

James H. Robinson, of the Church of 
the Master (Presbyterian, USA), New 
York, will edit a series of goodwill leaf- 
lets showing improvements in race rela- 
tions in the United States. These are to 
be distributed abroad by the U. S. Govern- 
ment. 
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